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                                                                    Edition 1 – Summer 2012
The “Friends of Chelmsford Hockey Club Re-united” stagger on with our new occasional newsletter, The Chelmer Silver  (son of The Chelmer).
The aim of the “Friends”  continues to be to keep all “older” members “informed” – Players of the Vets and Evergreens, Social Members, Associates, VPs, Life Members and any other ex-members of the club that are interested in how the club is doing and what we hope to do. At the moment it is biased towards the men’s side of the club - mainly because the men run two “older” sides regularly during the season and the ladies only occasionally, but we would welcome any response from the ladies
The Chelmer  Silver is a newsletter that we will be sending out by mail to whoever we can trace and it will also be on the club web-site. The intention is to be “light”, informative and to have something of interest to all. This is the first edition of Chelmer Silver and it largely covers the season 2011/12.

In Memoriam  -   It has been a sad month.
Alexander (Sandy) Matthews passed away on Monday May 7th, then Bill Greenwood died on Friday 11th May and then John Green on Friday 1st June. All three had been fighting illness for sometime.

Sandy Matthews was a stalwart of the Vets and Evergreens for many years and hosted barbeques at his house. An ex bank manager, he had moved back to Scotland in retirement.

Bill Greenwood was an Honorary Life Member and was an enthusiastic 1st  and 2nd eleven player in the 50s, 60s and 70s. He played mainly centre half and was extremely difficult to go past (if you know what I mean). Bill founded one of the first vineyards in the area. And he also founded the Greenshanks, an early touring team based mainly on Chelmsford players. 

John Green, also a club Honorary Life Member, was a classy first eleven player for many years, firstly as a goal scoring forward and then later as a full back. A real gentleman.
John’s funeral will be at the Three Counties Crematorium on the Halstead Road, Braintree at 11.15 on Monday 18th June and afterwards at Black Notley Golf Club.

Our sympathies go to all the relatives.

There will hopefully be fuller obituaries on all three in a next edition as we collect more information and stories
THE SEASON 2011/12

The Ladies. 
The ladies managed to keep five elevens going despite some real struggles, particularly for the 5ths, running with the usual core of a few enthusiastic ladies, many youths co-opted on a week to week basis and borrowing from other elevens. 
The Ladies 1sts retained their status in the National Investec Women’s Hockey League Conference East. 
The Men.

The Men’s 1sts also retained their status in the East Premier League A. This season, we had to drop the 6th eleven. We were actually sometimes struggling to field even 5 elevens last season. The Men’s 2nds won their league.
The Vets League in the east has been very weak and our Vets will join the London League next season.

The Evergreens, who only play friendlies and with an average age of 64 (3 players are in their seventies) continue enthusiastically. They tour at least once each year – went to Malta in February this year and have been to Portugal, Sardinia, Holland, Belgium, Ireland, Spain and France in the past few years.

The Youth Section
The youth section is very strong and every Sunday morning in the season, there are a hundred or so youngsters being coached on the pitches, now mainly girls above about 14 years old. We are hoping that our coaching initiatives (see below) will bear fruit.

THE CLUB

The club is still strong and we continue to “supply” players to national teams. 

Many clubs, countrywide, seem to be suffering falling numbers and there have been some club mergers in Essex.

Using a large donation we received several years ago, we have embarked on coaching in some local schools and are intent on setting up an academy scheme for one of our sides in the next two seasons to encourage youth. We are also holding a summer camp and have been running “Back into Hockey” sessions with the local council.
AGM. A reminder that this is on Friday 22nd June in the club. 

That date also happens to be the 60th birthday of Fred Matthews, the fixture secretary, the Evergreens goalkeeper and all round good chap (that should take care of refreshments at the AGM).

We would love to hear from anyone that wants to let us know how they are doing.
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